1638-39] LE JEUNE'S RELATION, 1638 115

going to invite to it the principal men who are not
here.” No sooner were all assembled than this good
man raised his voice and said, ‘“ It is Echon who
assembles here this Council; now although I do not
know his purpose, I judge, nevertheless, that the
matter about which he is to treat with us is impor-
tant; hence let all listen attentively.”’

The Father had a fine opportunity, and he made
good use of it, touching them so deeply that one of
the Old Men seemed to reproach him for having too
long deferred speaking to them about a matter of so
much importance as is the life that awaits us after
our death,—expressing this with an eloquence that
showed nothing of the Savage. But as he was de-
fending a wrong cause, it was explained to him kind-
ly that he was wrong in complaining of our silence.
What the assembly admired most was the answer
of our Joseph, who served us here as Advocate; for
this brave Christian courageously reproved one of his
cousins, who maliciously complained that not one of
the French had died during the contagion. ‘‘The
remedy which they use,” said he, ‘‘is to believe in
him who has made all; it only depends upon thee to
avail thyself of this. We are under too great obliga-
tions to them for coming from so great a distance to
give us the knowledge of this so salutary remedy,
which, thank God, they have taught me; it [55] is
for me a great glory to believe the same as the French
do.” The rest of his discourse proceeded in the
same way, in favor of our Faith. This generosity
was praised by the wiser ones. The outcome of this
first council or assembly was that what had been
brought out touching Hell and Paradise had greatly
stirred up their consciences, each one drawing there-



